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Pathways Academyôs 

National Professional Association 

Initiation & Installation Ceremony  
 

On November 4, 2009, Pathways students and invited guests attended an Initiation and In-

stallation (I&I) Ceremony to induct the officers and students into their  professional associa-

tion membership. During the ceremony, the Professional Association officers for the 2009-

2010 school year were introduced. They are:  
 

Teonna Williams, President 

Breanna Brown, Vice President 

John Beasley, Chief Financial Officer 

Kimberly Broughton, Director of Community Service 

Taylor Kelly, Director of Activities 

Taylor Wilson, Secretary 
 

At the event, students recited the National Pro-

fessional Association Pledge and were sworn in 

under the leadership and direction of Teonna 

Williams. All students in attendance were given 

certificates acknowledging them as members of 

the association.  
 

During the event, members and guests were in-

formed of the Professional Associationôs four 

goals.  

Community Service 

Social Awareness 

Career Preparation, and 

Leadership Development 
 

The keynote speaker for the I & I Ceremony was 

Dr. Sandra Willis, Dean of Student Success at Downtown Campus. Dr. Sandra Willis stated, 

ñI came to let the students know the benefits of being affiliated with the student professional 

association, to encourage them to take full advantage of the opportunities...and to utilize the 

power of networking.ò The guest entertainer for the ceremony was Mrs. Antoni Mattear, the 

parent of a former Pathwaysô student. Mrs. Mattear sang ñI Look to You,ò by Whitney 

Huston. Mrs. Mattear stated, ñIt was an honor to 

come and sing, being that my daughter was a 

former student at Pathways. When asked to be a 

part of the ceremony, I couldnôt say no.ò 
 

In attendance at the event were many parents 

and supporters from Florida State College at 

Jacksonville and the community, making the 

event even more meaningful and special for the 

students. After the program was over, students 

and guests dined on refreshments. Students had a 

great time socializing and introducing their par-

ents to staff members and teachers at Pathways. 
Students enjoying themselves at the  

I & I Ceremony Event 

Students pledging to become members of the 

Pathways Student Professional Association at the 

I & I Ceremony Event 

 

Mission Statement  
 

The mission of Pathways, a 
Duval County charter high 
school operated by Florida 
State College at Jacksonville, 
is to provide academic, career 
and character development 
instruction for high school 
dropouts and students at high-
risk of dropping out who have 
been referred to Pathways by 
the Duval County School Dis-
trict. Through intensive, inno-
vative and focused secondary 
and postsecondary instruction 
as well as comprehensive 
case management services, 
Pathways Academy seeks to 
re-attract, motivate and en-
gage students in a challenging 
and exciting whole-life educa-
tional environment.  
 

Vision Statement  
 

Pathways Academy will be 
recognized, at the state and 
national levels, as a leader in 
providing a comprehensive 
academic and personal enrich-
ment program that allows the 
flexibility to take students 
through high school gradua-
tion, post-secondary education 
and gainful employment lead-
ing to a successful future. 
 

Statement of Values  
 

At Pathways Academy  
we value:  

 

An environment that fos-
ters quality teaching and 
functional learning 

Innovative and creative 
education options for stu-
dents 

Personal, professional and 
social development 

Pathways  

Pacesetters  
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 YOUR DIMENSION OF  

GREATNESS 
 

No one can know the potential,  

of a life that is committed to win; 

With courage - the challenge it faces,  

to achieve great success in the end! 

So, explore the Dimension of Greatness,  

and believe that the world CAN be won; 

By a mind that is fully committed,  

KNOWING the task can be done! 

Your world has no place for the skeptic,  

No room for the DOUBTER to stand; 

To weaken your firm resolution 

that you CAN EXCEL in this land! 

We must have VISION TO SEE our potential,  

And FAITH TO BELIEVE that we can; 

Then COURAGE TO ACT with conviction,  

to become what YOU were MEANT to be! 

So, possess the strength and the courage,  

to conquer WHATEVER you choose; 

It's the person WHO NEVER GETS STARTED. 

That is destined FOREVER to lose! 

- Author unknown.  
 

As we continue on into the 2009- 2010 school year 

may you all remember that your greatness is unfa-

thomable; you must decide who and what you want 

to be.   
 

MAY WE ALL REMEMBER YOUR DIMENSION OF 

GREATNESS IS UNFATHOMABLE 

THIS IS THE BEGINING OF YOUR END. 

- Written by: Taylor Kelly  

      PATHWAYS BOOK  

             CORNER 
Poison Study by Maria V. Snyder  

 

About to be executed for murder, Yelena is offered a reprieve. 
She'll eat the best meals, have rooms in the palace, and risk 
assassination by anyone trying to kill the Commander of Ixia. 
And so Yelena chooses to become a food taster. But the chief 
of security, leaving nothing to chance, deliberately feeds her 
Butterfly's Dust, and only by appearing for her daily antidote 
will she delay an agonizing death from the poison. As Yelena 
tries to escape her dilemma, disasters keep mounting. Rebels 
plot to seize Ixia and she develops magical powers she can't 
control. Her lifeõs at stake again and choices must be made. 
But this time the outcomes arenõt so clear! 

 

This book completely sucked me in. I stayed up until mid-

night on a school night reading this. I never do that. I sim-

ply was drawn into the world she created.  
 

The setting is great on itõs own. Snyderõs created an amaz-

ing and interesting world. She gives us enough of a back 

story so that we feel comfortable in Yelanaõs world without 

giving us every single detail. I love the fact that the order 

had only been flipped for about a decade. It added to the 
story.  

 

The characters were amazing. I loved the leading lady, Ye-

lena. People should have role models like her. She stayed 

strong and played the hand she was dealt with little com-
plaint. Valek was é. òOh wowó. I loved him. There are no 

words to describe how cool he is. Every other character was 

very in depth and thought out. In this book, nothing is just 

ôthereõ. Everything is tied together. 

 

This book is amazing, and I strongly recommend it. It al-
most reads like historic fiction. Fans of this genre should 

enjoy it, if they appreciate mystery, romance, and adven-

ture. Iõll be reading the other two books in the series soon! 

 

My rating for this book is an òAó. 

- Written by: Megan Howell  

HELPING HANDS  

All of us make both good and bad 

decisions. Itôs a part of life and 

thereôs nothing wrong with that.  

There is something wrong with 

not stopping and thinking about 

how our actions affect others.  Many people here at 

Pathways have younger siblings or are a younger 

sibling. What are we teaching them when we come 

home from school with a negative attitude and failing 

grades?  Itôs not a good message for sure ï weôre 

saying itôs acceptable to do these things.  But when 

we come home smiling and with high grades we set a 

good example.  By becoming a role model to younger 

students, you could contribute to their success.  Sev-

eral Pathways students accomplish this by volunteer-

ing weekly at John E. Ford Elementary.  We strive to 

make positive impacts in young peopleôs lives.  Who 

knows who and where the kids at John E. Ford will 

become and go, due to the helping hands from the 

students at Pathways? - Written by: Megan Howell 

 

From  

Pathways 

Academy 

http://www.mariavsnyder.com/
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On Monday, November 16, 2009, the Pathways Stu-

dent Professional Association held a bake sale at 
Downtown Campus in the main lobby of the A -

Building. Pathwaysô students, career coaches, teach-
ers, and parents of Pathways students baked goods 
and donated money, time, and effort in order to con-

duct this sweet tooth fundraiser event.  
 

With a number of student volunteers, the bake sale 

was a total success. Everyone who purchased some of our delightful treats contributed to-
wards funding planned activities and field trips for the students for the remaining school 

year.  
 

The experience was thrilling as students engaged customers and charmed them with their 

awesome customer service skills. When all the selling was done, the students were able to 
raise a total of $366. Not bad for the first fundraiser of the year.  

The Pathwaysõ Bake Sale 

òA Total Successó 

May the 2010 New Year bring you 

joy, peace, love, prosperity, success, 

opportunity, accomplishments, honors 

awards, rewards, recognition, favor, 

and well-being.  

Romeo Diana 

Harold Evora 

Megan Howell 

Dalton Jackson 

Angela Jenkins 

Taylor Kelly 

Michael Mapstone 

James Morris 

Nicole Phillips 

Matthew Smith 

Hannah Stebbins  

Kelvin Terrell 

Taylor Wilson 

Ms. Tonya Jackson 

Mrs. Juanita Rogers 

Breanna Brown 

Shamina Chambers 

Brien Darley 

Ronreco Harris 

Megan Howell 

Taylor Kelly 

Alonda Lattimore 

Antonio Rodriguez 

Hannah Stebbins 

Pathways Academy  

Newsletter Team  


